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The First Word 
November 2017  

First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave.  Red Wing, MN 55066 

Our Vision:  Connect to God, Grow in Love, Serve in the World 

God is on the Move through Red Wing First UMC!  From October 

18-22, 12 youth and 5 adults moved into church, showered at the YMCA and 
served people and nonprofits in the Red Wing community.  We had a total of 17 
youth who helped for at least one day on the project teams and 8 adults  
working in the community.  We also had a support team of launderers,  
photographers, drivers and chefs.  All told, 33 people helped our community 
see our faith in action.  
 
In three days of working, our teams helped 5 homeowners with exterior home 
projects including tree removal, weeding, hauling brush and trash, painting, 
window washing and mildew containment.  We also worked at three nonprofits 
- the Women’s Shelter, Youth Outreach and the Humane Society.  These are  
important partnerships for the future “God is on the Move” projects our church 
will do in the next year.  In our spare time the teams also cleaned up trash in 4 
parks, helped load out the rummage sale, assisted three families with  
electronics recycling and cleaned in the church. 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped with this initial “God is on the Move” project.  In coming months we hope to 
do two projects a month- not as intensive as a school-break youth mission week, but helping people move and 
other caring projects.  We 
hope to involve lots of people 
in these projects, friends of 
friends who want to help, who 
want to make a difference. 
 
Our financial and  
in-kind sponsors for the  
service week include:  
Randy’s,  Koplin’s, Dairy 
Queen, Culver’s, 
Godfathers, Sargent’s Nursery, 
Econo Foods, Kwik Trip, 
Meatheads, Coca Cola, and the 
YMCA.  Thank you also to 
members who provided sup-
port for this—we are  
making a difference!   
As Crystal puts it, “The week 
of God is on the Move wasn’t 
it—it was only the beginning!”  
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November 2017 Worship:  True Companions of Jesus 

Our November Work of Mercy is for the Red Wing Food Shelf.   November is also our 
Stewardship and Thanksgiving Month.   

 

11/5--All Saints and Holy Communion   

Sermon:  Saints as Role Models  

Texts:  Matthew 23:1-12, Hebrews 11:13-16 and 12:1-2 

Pastor Clay preaching 

 

11/12--Stewardship Appeal   

Sermon:  Are We True Companions of Jesus? 

Texts:  Acts 4:13-22, Matthew 4:18-25 

Pastor Clay preaching 

 

11/19--Consecration and Thanksgiving Sunday 

Sermon:  The Glass is Half Full 

Texts:  1 Corinthians 9:6-16   

Pastor Amanda preaching 

 

11/22--Thanksgiving Eve, Wednesday evening at 6:30  

Ecumenical Worship at St. Paul's Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

Sermon:  How Big Do Our Barns Need to Be?   

Pastor Clay preaching  

Combined Choir  

 

11/26-Christ the King Sunday   

Sermon:  'Tis Only the Splendor of Light Hideth Thee 

Texts:  Psalm 19:1-4, 1 Timothy 6:11-16 

Pastor Clay preaching 
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Just One More Thing… from Pastor Clay Oglesbee                                         
 

Giving All We Can 

“If those who ‘gain all they can’ and ‘save all they can’ will likewise ‘give all they can,’ 
the more they will grow in grace, and the more treasure they will lay up in heaven.” 

—John Wesley, “Thoughts upon Methodism” 
 

Question:  What makes us “true companions of Jesus?”   

Answer:  The Scriptures teach that this involves a wholehearted decision to follow and imitate Jesus as he 
preaches the Kingdom of God’s Love, and as he performs the works of  mercy and justice such as feeding the 
hungry.  It also means turning to him in all matters of our life’s choices and actions, while also offering love 
to the brothers and sisters of the church, and to our various neighbors, no matter who they are or what 
their character or life-situations.   

The Appeal:  This year our Stewardship Appeal for the 2018 budget is a plain appeal to all to become 
“true companions of Jesus.”  You will receive a letter in a few days about this.  The basic appeal is to tithe 
(give 10% or more of your income), or increase your current giving by 10% for 2018.   We keep remind-
ing everyone that last year our church increased pledged giving by 50%, so doing 10% is within our ca-
pacity.  That would be an expression of love for God and neighbor!   

Tithing or a 10% increase asked for 2018:  Just so you know that the pastors and lay leadership don’t 
“lead” where they themselves haven’t gone, the entire Church Council committed to collectively increas-
ing their pledges by 10% for 2018, or to making a personal tithe on their income.  My own decision for 
2017 at year’s -end is to add a $1,000 gift to help us reach our Advent/Christmas goal of $10,000 or more 
in special giving.  My own promise for 2018, as your lead pastor, is to add 10% to my current tithing for 
2018.  My purpose and yours, I am sure, is to witness for a compassionate God and to serve our neigh-
bors in need. That is church vitality!  That is part of what it means to me to be one of Jesus’ companions.  
That is why your pastors and leaders give generously and ask you to be our companions in giving!   

Not everyone can do this, so I want to be sure to say to each person or household, every gift helps!  Give 
what you can, as the Spirit prompts you to do.   Please pledge and give generously when you receive the 
pledge letter and commitment card!   

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Intergenerational Harvest Festival 
Sunday November 19 3:00-4:30pm 
 

Everyone is welcome at our Harvest Festival!  This interactive and inter-generational event is to 
help everyone see how people prepare for the long winter ahead.  We'll have science fair style 
displays in the fellowship hall that people can visit and experience different activities.  Examples 
include making granola, making pies, storytelling, canning and spool knitting.  

Children, Youth and Family Ministries are looking for a few more people to prepare displays and 
be at the event. Do you whittle?  Make apple butter?  Quilt?  One of the things people  enjoyed in the last year was 
some of the intergenerational events the church shared together.  Are you able to help make this one happen?  
Talk to Pastor Amanda. 
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Pastor Amanda's Enthusiastic Endorsement:  Yarn 

Today I made a run to Michael's to pick up a few more supplies for "God is on the 
Move."  Craft stores are amazing, intimidating, and dangerous places.  Do you want 
handmade Halloween Bunting?  There's a kit for that.  A foam Thanksgiving centerpiece 
for your kids to assemble in 147 pieces?  There's a kit for that too.  Perhaps you         
wandered onto Pinterest and need to get supplies for the handmade teacher's            
Halloween Card complete with chalkboard paint for striping the witch's socks.  The 
craft store sells two dozen kinds of chalkboard paint. 

To the uninitiated, Pinterest is a website where you can store pictures of projects you'd like to do.  One snarky  
devotional I read this week identified Pinterest as a place to participate in the sin of envy.  "Isn't this hand carved 
nursery furniture lovely?  I’ll never have that."  I found myself tearful in the craft store because there was so 
much I wanted to buy and do, yet I knew I wouldn't have time for. 

While I know my time is limited, I make time for crafting and creative pursuits.  Mainly, I work on small projects. 
In ministry -- in life, much of what we do is intangible.  We know we make a difference in people's lives, but at the 
end of the day, where's the proof?  (Paul talks about us as seed planters in 1 Corinthians 3.)  Because I do my   
ministry in many intangible ways, I make stuff from yarn and fabric to have something to hold up at the end of the 
day and say "see, I made something!" 

In Matthew 28, Jesus invited people into discipleship with these words (paraphrased by Eugene Peterson.)  "Are 
you tired?  Worn out?  Burned out on religion?  Come to me.  Get away with me and you’ll recover your life.  I’ll 
show you how to take a real rest.  Walk with me and work with me—watch how I do it.  Learn the unforced 
rhythms of grace.  I won’t lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on you.  Keep company with me and you’ll learn to live 
freely and lightly.” 

I'm still figuring out how to balance all the different calls and covenants in my life.  I think we all are.  Sometimes 
we have to say no to one thing in order to say yes to something else.  Jesus reminds me that God is in this with me, 
helping me navigate my way.  

And God is with you too. 

If you are looking for a new hobby, plan to attend our Harvest Celebration on November 19!  Come learn to spool 
knit! 

 

Sunday School News 

We have two more weeks of Sunday School (10/29 and 11/5) until we switch things up and start working on  
materials for our Christmas Program!  On Sunday November 12, we will read through the program and do some 
planning about who wants to play each part, our costumes and decorations.  We'll read through and practice the 
songs on 11/19.  There is no Sunday school on 11/26, the Sunday after Thanksgiving.  In December we'll keep 
working on getting the program ready, but we'll also be having some intergenerational/family activities during 
the Sunday School hour-- making a family advent wreath and a nativity set.  Whew!  We'll be busy! 
 

Youth Group News 

November is going to fly by in youth group! 

 November 1 6:00-7:30 Mystery Field Trip 

 November 8 6:00-7:30 Praying our Way Forward worship (service is at 6:30) 

 November 15 6:00-7:30 making treats for Handcrafter's Bazaar 

 November 22 NO YOUTH GROUP 

 November 29 6:00-7:30 Mystery Field Trip 
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3rd ANNUAL CRAFT SALE 
 

Date and Time:  Saturday, November 18 - 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
                     Sunday, November 19 - after church 

 
Location :  Friendship Room 

 
Money Raised for Disaster Relief 

 
Items for Sale:   

Embroidered dish towels, handmade cards,  
household items, knits-caps, gloves, scarves, 

             handmade reusable bags in many sizes,  
Christmas decorations, Teddy bear basket,  

and others. 
 

Silent Auction Items:  
Two gift certificates for the Scanlon B and B  

in Lanesboro, MN 
Star Wars Basket 

"It's Christmas" Basket 
 

     Youth Cookie Sale 
 
 

We hope you will join us for the sale  
and see what the crafters have made in 2017. 
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Outreach and Missions 
Mission Market  
 

The 2017 Mission Market was very successful both with the variety of        
produce and the money raised. Doug Sjostrom again provided eggs most  
Sundays.  Grunzke's provided roses though a bug infestation limited the  
number of Sundays they were available.  Bartlett's calla lilies and glads were available and they also   
donated veggies.  Korfhage’s provided sweet corn and pumpkins.  This was not a great year for            
tomatoes.  They were late and the quality was not the best. 
 
On October 8, the last Sunday of fresh veggies, only two peppers were left of the beets, radishes, cukes, 
zucchini, peppers (sweet and jalapeno), and arugula available.  Mid October as I write this article, we 
are now at the decorative items only point through the end of the month.  Squash is still available too. 
 
We hope you have enjoyed the produce and a huge thank you goes out to all who donated produce or 
money and even bags to be reused to carry home produce.  Money donated will go to Heifer Interna-
tional to help provide suitable animals and care education to the new owners who are low or no income 
families.  As of Sunday, October 22 $1,450 has been donated. ~ Mardell Bartlett 

 

Food Shelf 

Winter is coming!!  ‘Tis the season that the RED WING FOOD SHELF needs food supplies for hungry 
people.  Please put a nonperishable food item--such as peanut butter, macaroni and cheese, or cereal—
in the collection box in the foyer, or a check designated for the Food Shelf in the offering plate. Every gift 
is appreciated!  This is our November Work of Mercy. 

 

Econo Receipts 

Please continue to put your Econo receipts in the box in Hamline Foyer. Receipts from 2016 and 2017 
are currently accepted.  We will soon have a total of $150,000 for which the company will give us 
$1,000.  

 

Citizens’ Climate Lobby     
The public is invited to come hear Alan Anderson, sought after speaker on the science of climate change, 
and member of Citizens’ Climate Lobby – Northfield, Monday, November 6th at 7 PM at the Church of    
St. Joseph, Red Wing.  This presentation is sponsored by the Knights of Columbus, and will be followed 
by a discussion on,  “What should the Christian response to the challenges of Climate Change be?”  
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Letters, Notes and Appreciation 

Dear Youth of Red Wing UMC, 

We want to thank you for your donation of 8 Cleaning Buckets to Midwest Mission Distribution Center.  
Many lives have been touched throughout the United States and in developing countries around the 
world through shipments made from the Center.  Your gift allows this work to continue.  It is due to the 
generosity of people like you that MMDC can carry out its mission.  Thank you so much for your support! 

In Christ, Pat Wright, MMDC Executive Director 

*********************************************************** 

Hello to everyone at First United Methodist! 

What wonderful stewards you are of the community.  Your donations to the Community Care Fund and 
Housing is wonderful, generous and compassionate.  Thank you! 

*********************************************************** 

I want to thank Inez and Lou Chicquette for serving me communion in September, and for the candy and 
magazines.  I shared both with other people.  I also want to thank Jane Stone for her visit. – Luella Samsel 

*********************************************************** 

We would like to thank Jane Stone and her helpers for honoring us 80 year olds on Oct. 15.  It was really 
nice and we appreciate it. – Mel and Lee Gernentz 

*********************************************************** 

Dear friends, 

I am so glad to hear that the project (Memory Book) was able to be to be completed! Thank you Jane for 
taking the initiative to finish the project. These stories will surely be a treasure to the church for many 
years!  I wish we could have had more time together so I could have seen this project to completion.  

My semester here at Eau Claire has been quite busy. I’ve been pretty occupied with readings, papers, 
field trips, research, and even a conference presentation! I’ve received validation from my professors 
and supervisors that have given me confidence about my future in history. I feel blessed that God has 
placed these people in my life!  

I want to thank you again for a fantastic summer! I learned so much about God, church, and myself.           
I will always be grateful for the mentorship that you all have provided me! I will forever keep you in my      
prayers.  

Thanks and Blessings, 

Lizzy Schmidt (Eli Intern, Summer 2017) 

My Eau Claire address is: 
1511 Wilson St 
Eau Claire, WI 54701  
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Women’s Ministry 
   Circle Meetings 

All women are invited to our November meetings--scarves, hats, and mittens of all sizes 
will be collected for the Christmas Project: 

Eve Circle—Monday, November 13—9:30 am 

Ruth Circle—Tuesday November 14—1 pm 

Mission Team—Thursday, November 29—2 pm 

 

Many thanks to everyone who helped with the Fall Rummage Sale.  It was a huge effort made easy because of 
the many people—men and women—who pitched in to help.  Special thanks to the team from God is on the Move 
for their enthusiastic help packing up!  Our treasurer reports income of more than $1,800, including $129 from 
lunch sales!  Proceeds will go to our church needs and mission efforts.  
 
United Methodist Women will celebrate 150 years of service to God and to the world in 2018.  Happy Birthday 
UMW!  Columbus, Ohio will host the United Methodist Women Assembly, May 18-20, 2018.  It will be a time for 
fellowship and an opportunity to empower faithful women to be stronger discipleship leaders in their communi-
ties. The Minnesota delegation, including Christie Brown and Jane Baker, will travel together by bus and stay in the 
same hotel.  All women are invited!!  For more information go to www.UMWAssembly.org or contact local presi-
dent Jane Baker (388-9127, janekbaker@yahoo.com).  
 
The Funeral Committee for November is:  Gayle Boldt, Nancy Enevold, Helen Gustafson, Carolyn Holmsten,     
Sue Nelson, Jo Severson, Bonnie Strusz, and Cindy Youmans. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       A Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 We thank you for our daily bread, 
 for faith by which the soul is fed, 
 for burdens given us to bear, 
 for help that lifts the heart’s despair. 
 
 We thank you, Lord, for eyes to see, 
 the truth that makes and keeps us free: 
 for faults – and for the strength to mend them, 
 for dreams – and courage to defend them. 
 
 We have so much to thank you for,  
 Dear Lord, we ask just one thing more: 
 peace in the hearts of all those living, 
 peace in the whole world on this Thanksgiving. 

       Adapted from a prayer by Joseph Auslander 

Our church has two groups that respond to prayer requests.  The prayer chain 
is a group of “prayer warriors” who receive requests by telephone or email and 
pray daily for at least two weeks for the concern; the Prayer and Care Ministry 
Team meets twice a month to share concerns and lift them up in prayer.  Prayer 
requests can be made by filling out the yellow prayer cards in the pews during a 
worship service or contacting the pastors, church office (388-3262), or Jane Baker 
(388-9127).  All concerns are kept confidential unless permission is given to put 
them in the bulletin or on the Prayer board.  

http://www.UMWAssembly.org
mailto:janekbaker@yahoo.com
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“Money is an excellent gift of God answering the noblest ends.  In the hands of his children, it is food for the 
hungry, drink for the thirsty, raiment for the naked.  It gives to the traveler and the stranger where to lay 
his head.”  --John Wesley     

“True Companions of Jesus:”   
2018 Discipleship and Stewardship Campaign in November 
During November, we are preaching and encouraging all in the church to consider what is asked of us if we are to 
be “companions of Jesus”  (Acts 4:13).  An appeal letter will be mailed on or about November 7, asking for our 
pledges and tithes, and our personal decisions to participate deeply in the covenant community of the local church 
through prayer, presence, gifts, service and witness for Christ.  These personal reflections and choices will culmi-
nate on Sunday, November 19 as our Consecration Sunday.    

Very specifically, we are asking each member/household to increase pledged giving by about 10%; last year we 
actually increased pledge giving by almost 50%, so this should be do-able for all if we are in prayer and acting as 
“true companions of Jesus.”   

The church council and the pastors have already agreed collectively that their combined giving for 2018 will    in-
crease by 10% of more.  We hope that all the participants will also follow that example.  If we do that, we will fully 
fund our operating budget, apportionments and missional support for the year.   

Your prayers, service, and giving and tithes (i.e. 10% or more of income) will support the following “targets”    dur-
ing 2018, discussed at Council and at our Town Hall on September 17.  These are very specific intentions meant as 
expressions of our Ministry Plan Grid.       

 

Ministry Planning Grid Targets for 2018 
Outreach and Relational Witness 
 commitment to community outreach, relational ministry of God is on the Move 

 related commitment to build the CYF (children, youth and family) ministries 

 further support for Project Mondema in Sierra Leone 

 works of mercy and hands-on service in community, apportionments, etc.   

 full-inclusion statement adopted and acted upon 
 

Resourcing 
 $10k special giving targeted for 2017 year-end appeal 

 $10k to $20k giving increase for 2018 

 Capital Campaign--scope to be determined 
 

Worship and Discipleship 
 AWA (average worship attendance) to increase by 20 per Sunday in 2018  

 increase Sunday School participation, esp. for children and youth 

 

******************************************************************** 

MEMORIES BOOKLET CORRECTIONS NEEDED 

Favorite church memories of Yvonne Thimijan were inadvertently listed 
as those of Algene Larson in our memories booklet.  I apologize profusely 
for this error!  Corrected pages 68 & 70 are available in the church           
office.  Please stop in, pick up the corrected pages, and affix the corrected 
pages over those that are incorrect in your booklet.  I am doing so in  
remaining booklets. --Jane Stone  
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Church Council Minutes Summary 

CONNECT, LOVE, RESTORE    

 

Members Present: Pastor Clay Oglesbee, Mardell Bartlett, Bruce Nelson, Guy DeLeon,  

Pastor Amanda Larsen, Marissa Early, Katie Bystrom, Jane Baker, Crystal Henderson, Jane Stone 
 

2018 Proposed Special Offerings--Monthly Works of Mercy 

(adopted 10/12/2017 by Church Council) 

 January--Hope Coalition (Community Care Fund) 

 February--Project Mondema (literacy, food and water in Sierra Leone) 

 March--Minnesota Food Share (money and food for the local food shelves) 

 April--Easter Sunday – Lent/Easter Offering (local church needs, letter and envelope sent to    
congregation) 

 May --Love Offering to Minnesota Annual Conference projects 

 June --Camperships for local children and youth (The Conference decides where this offering goes. 
It is taken up to Annual Conference by the Pastors and attendees along with Health Kits, School Kits, 
Sewing Kits and/or Flood Buckets and layettes). 

 July--Mission Market Local Produce Sales for Special Cause (to be determined) 

 August--Pie and Ice Cream Social for Local Church Needs   
      (Letter sent out in July with an envelope for giving.) 

 September--Crop Walk (Supports local Food Shelf and other ministries) 

 October--Hope Coalition (Community Care Fund) 

 November--Project Mondema (literacy, food and water in Sierra Leone) 

 Red Wing Food Shelf (food or money for the local Food Shelf) 

 Thanksgiving Day Dinner (Thanksgiving meal made for anyone in the community) 

 December--Goodhue County Christmas Project (Adopt families and/or singles and provide with 
gifts, toys from Toys for Tots, and food for a Christmas Dinner) 

 Advent/Christmas Offering and Appeal Letter (Supports the local church.  Letter and envelope 
sent to congregation beginning of the month.) 

 Bishop’s Appeal – anytime throughout the year – Conference focus 

 Reach, Renew, Rejoice 

 

Giving, Resourcing, and Administration 
 Finance & Giving  
 SPRC  
 Trustees  
 
Prayer and Discipleship 
 Welcoming Committee 
 UMW 
 Prayer & Care Team 
 
Presence and Worship 
 The next Council meeting is Thursday, November 9, at 6:30 p.m.   
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CONFERENCE CONNECTIONS 
 
All United Methodist churches are connected through shared mission and ministry and united in their efforts 
to grow in love of God and neighbor, reach new people, and heal a broken world. Check out these news tidbits 
from the Minnesota Annual Conference, which serves all 360 United Methodist churches in the state. 

 Conversations on a Way Forward with Bishop Ough: The United Methodist Council of Bishops formed 
the Commission on a Way Forward in 2016 to assist them in finding a way forward through the denomina-
tion’s four-decade-long divide on the matter of homosexuality. This fall, Bishop Bruce R. Ough is hosting 
regional conversations across the Dakotas-Minnesota Area regarding the Commission’s work. He is eager 
to keep you informed about the Commission’s deliberations and progress, and gather your thoughts about 
a way forward. He is interested to dialogue about how you see The United Methodist Church remaining 
united in the presence of significant cultural, regional, and theological differences. To learn more and sign 
up for a gathering, go to www.tinyurl.com/wayforwardconversations. 

 Missionaries making a difference: Did you know that The United Methodist Church supports missionar-
ies working in more than 60 countries around the world? More than a dozen have direct relationships with 
churches in the Minnesota Conference, and two missionaries recently visited Minnesota to talk about their 
work. Paul Webster, who runs Mujila Falls Agricultural Center in Zambia, has played a key role in creating 
a robust local economy that feeds people and provides them income; he also trains pastors and lay people 
on how to make worship a mountaintop experience. And Quynh-Hoa Nguyen is training lay people 
throughout Vietnam; she's started a Bibles and backpacks program to prepare kids for school, a health kits 
program to increase access to health services, and a used clothing program to benefit the poorest commu-
nities. To learn about how your church can form a covenant relationship with a missionary, visit 
www.minnesotaumc.org/missionaries. 

 Emma Norton Services Orange Door Day on Oct. 28: Emma Norton Services—which provides housing 
and support services for homeless, women, children, and families who have the added challenge of mental 
illness and/or chemical dependency—is celebrating its 100th anniversary this year. You're invited to make 
your day make a difference by bringing a group from your church to the organization's first annual Orange 
Door Day on Oct. 28. Join other members of the Minnesota Conference and United Methodist Women as 
they work to paint, refurbish, and redecorate each room at Emma Norton Residence in St. Paul. Then, come 
to a celebration thanking those who helped start Emma Norton 100 years ago. Register at 
www.tinyurl.com/orangedoorday. 
 

BRIGHT SPOT IN OUR MIDST 

 Hubbard UMC hosts renewal event for 200: On Sept. 14 and 15, Hubbard UMC—which worships 80 to 
100 for most of the year—hosted a “Breakthrough Renewal Institute” that welcomed 200 clergy and lay 
people from 70 churches across the Minnesota Conference. The event included three dynamic worship ser-
vices and 11 breakthrough workshops on topics ranging from breakthrough prayer to building an active 
youth group. Feedback has been overwhelmingly positive. Thanks be to God for Hubbard UMC’s leadership 
and radical hospitality! 

 

STAY CONNECTED! 
“Like” the Minnesota Annual Conference on Facebook, follow the conference on Twitter and Instagram 
(@MinnesotaUMC), and sign up (at www.minnesotaumc.org) for e-newsletters. For more information about 
any of the items listed above, visit www.minnesotaumc.org.  
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Care Ministries Report  - From Jane Stone, Care Coordinator 
 

As I write this, it’s the end of a 70+ degree day, and Thanksgiving seems far off.  By the time this 

newsletter is read, however, cooler temperatures will be here and we’ll be busy thinking of turkey and 

stuffing and other Thanksgiving treats.  We have so much to be thankful for… 

 

If you woke up this morning with more health than illness, you are more blessed than the 

million who won't survive the week. 

 

If you have never experienced the danger of battle, the loneliness of imprisonment, the agony of    

torture or the pangs of starvation, you are ahead of 20 million people around the world. 

 

If you attend a church gathering without fear of harassment, arrest, torture, or death, 

you are more blessed than almost three billion people in the world. 
 

If you have food in your refrigerator, clothes on your back, a roof over your head and a place to sleep, 

you are richer than 75% of the people in this world. 

 

If you have money in the bank or in your wallet and spare change in a dish someplace, you are among 

the top 8% of the world's wealthy. 

 

If you can hold up your head with a smile on your face and are truly thankful, you are blessed because 

the majority can, but most do not. 

 

If you can hold someone's hand, hug them or even touch them on the shoulder, you are blessed because 

you can offer God's healing touch. 

 

If you own a Bible, you are abundantly blessed because one third of the people in the world do not have 

access to a Bible. 

 

If you can read that Bible and this message, you are more blessed than over two billion people in the 

world who cannot read anything at all. 

 

You are so blessed…and in ways you may never even know. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

I am so thankful for our pastors, our church staff, 

our church leaders, and all of our church members, 

who continually support and uplift me as I attempt to 

do this work called Care Ministries.  A special thank 

you to those who served as Chaplain’s Assistants, did 

caring ministries visits, helped with the rummage 

sale and God is on the Move, and supported our 

church in so many various ways.  THANK YOU FOR 

BEING THE HANDS AND FEET OF JESUS! 
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Call to the church to observe Global Migration Sunday, Dec. 3, 2017  

 
Brothers and Sisters of The United Methodist Church, 
Grace and peace to you in the compassionate name of our Lord Christ Jesus.  
 
I write to you on behalf of our Council of Bishops to invite you to observe Global Migration Sunday on December 
3, 2017. This is the first Sunday of the season of Advent, a time when we remember the coming birth of the Christ 
child who himself was a migrant.  
 
From Asia and Europe to Africa and the Americas, the plight of more than 65 million men, women and children 
forced to leave their homes and migrate to places unknown calls all Christians to remember what God requires 
of us.  
 
Wars, natural disasters, persecution, economic hardships and growing violence around the world are the major 
root causes of the unprecedented global migration we witness with grave concern today. As if these deadly forces 
were not enough, migrants also face myriad problems including hazardous travel, cultural barriers and the  
physical and emotional costs of arriving in strange lands where they are not always welcome and they often 
face persecution.  
 
For most of these migrants, the decision to flee their homeland comes as a last resort effort to live. We are  
reminded of Joseph and Mary as they sought to save their lives and especially the life of the Christ child as they 
fled to Africa to escape the wrath of King Herod, who (threatened by the birth of Jesus) ordered the massacre of 
children (Matthew 2:13‑14).  
 
As United Methodists, we believe that the prayers of God’s people can cause the outpouring of God’s mercy and 
justice. As your bishops, it is our fervent hope that on Global Migration Sunday on December 3, United Methodist 
congregations in all the places we serve around the world will join our voices to pray for our brothers and sisters 
who are suffering the journey of forced migration. In addition, as a people who pray and act upon those prayers, 
we ask that all our congregations gather an offering dedicated to the human suffering inflicted by forced migra-
tion. Offerings collected should be sent to the Migration Advance No. 3022144.  
 
We are grateful for our general agencies who have prepared excellent resources for Global Migration Sunday in 
English, Arabic, French and Spanish — including the prayer that we ask all pray on December 3rd.  
 
Jesus said, “When you welcome the sojourner, you welcome me.” (Matthew 25:35)  
 
Let us welcome our migrant brothers and sisters with compassionate care, pray for them without ceasing and 
give generously that they, too, may have life.  
 
Grace and peace, 
 

 
Bishop Bruce R. Ough 
President, Council of Bishops  

http://e.umc.org/qfQJ0k0srs0s5G00X0bS00e
http://e.umc.org/qfQJ0k0srs0s5G00X0bS00e
http://e.umc.org/f00Gk0r0sT00fX0eJsQtb05
http://e.umc.org/JX0rJe0UfQ0suGs0kb00050
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Cell:  507-884-9835 

 

Administrative Assistant 
Cindy Johnston 

Email:  methodistadmin@msn.com 
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